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Mr. Chairman,

The delegation of Ghana is again grateful to you for another opportunity to make a contribution
this time to the programme implementation of the secretariat in the field of population. Let me
state at the outset that Ghana acknowledges the relevance of the work of the Secretariat and
reaffirms our support to you and your team as we take the ICPD-PoA forward beyond 2014.

Mr. Chairman,

Ghana’s intervention at this session is aimed at making suggestions in four specific areas which
we consider important for the Secretariat to adequately respond to the needs of our countries.
These suggestions are made within the context of the progress that have been made generally
since Cairo in 1994 and the obvious challenges that still stare most countries in the face,
yearning for immediate and urgent attention.

Firstly, it is gratifying to note that population census taking is rapidly becoming largely an
integral part of the development planning process in several countries in the developing world.
Indeed in still too many countries, the census is the main source of population data.
Unfortunately, however, apart from a few general reports that the statistical agencies produce
from the wealth of enormous national census datasets are currently available, little or no use is
put to the them until the next round of census. This obviously constitutes a waste since census
data if not analysed promptly could lose their relevance for development considering the rapid
changes that could occur a few years after one census in many developing countries. Ghana
believes and trusts in the capability of the Secretariat of the CPD to provide capacity-building
support to developing member states particularly in Africa to be able to subject national census
data to further critical scientific analysis that would inform the policy and decision-making
processes. This could be done in collaboration with regional and national demographic
institutions and statistical agencies.

Secondly, we propose that the Secretariat should be more visible in the championing of south-
south cooperation and collaboration. There are obvious positive lessons and best practices to be
shared cost-effectively among member states at similar levels of development and geographical
contexts. Some of these initiatives are already in existence and should be reinforced, particularly
in the area of resource mobilization through further human resource capacity building.

Thirdly,based on the ICPD regional level review exercises, it has become abundantly clear that
in the developing world, the population continues to be largely youthful, calling for investments
to realize the demographic dividend. Unfortunately, many of the countries concerned either lack
the capacity or do not appreciate this concept of a demographic dividend and the necessary
conditions for its realization. Yet countries are repeatedlybeing called upon at many recent
population and development conferences to embark on programmes to achieve this goal. The
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Secretariat, in collaboration with the regional commissions, has a critical role to play towards the
building of the critical mass of human resources to embark on sustained advocacy to interest
those countries with clear potential to reap the benefits. By providing technical support the
Secretariat could direct the way towards achieving this goal based on lessons from other
countries that have made it.

Finally,Mr. Chairman, issues of population and development have and continue to extend
beyond “demography” to more complex and critical concerns, several of which have been a
source of incessant debate in many of our deliberations. Having been part of informal
negotiations in the past few years at the UN within the framework of the CPD, it has become
quite clear to us that there are terms and concepts used to which different groups might ascribe
different meanings derived from their specific regional, national and cultural contexts. The
absence of universal agreement (at the level of the UN)on the definition of various terms, such as
sexual and reproductive health and rights, comprehensive sexuality education, reproductive
rights, etc.,has and continues to breed needless ambiguity and confusion.

My delegation believes that there is an urgent need for standardization of concepts, and would
recommend that a compendium of terms and their definitions as applied in the specific context of
ICPD/CPD is needed to guide countries in the implementation of conference and commission
outcomes. The Secretariat could constitute a high-level team with membership from across the
different geographical regions to guide this work.

In conclusion, we trust in the capacity of the Secretariat to rise up to this challenge in meeting
these requests in order to contribute more effectively towards the further implementation of the
ICPD-PoA beyond 2014 while we embark on consensus-building regarding the post-2015
development agenda.

Thank you.
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